
August 7, 2022 
Wis 18:6-9; Heb 11:1-2,8-19; Lk 12:32-48 

 For those of you who used to watch the Brady Bunch, you might remember the episode 

where the boys are playing with a basketball in their room, and due to an amazingly bad toss by 

Peter, the ball gets loose, goes down the stairs and smashes mom’s favorite vase.  If you are too 

young to remember, or need a refresher, you can see it on YouTube by typing in “Mom always 

says don’t play ball in the house.”  

  As they begin to play with the ball, Bobby says that they better not because mom will get 

mad - Greg responds “no she won’t, nobody’s home.”  Like us they begin to do what they know 

they shouldn’t do with the idea that as long as the rule maker doesn’t find out, it’s not wrong.  

We can forget that Our Lord has laid out for us expectations, and has a right to do so.  We can 

wrongly think that if we can hide the failure to follow the commandments (either from God or 

from ourselves) - then no harm is done.  We can’t escape the responsibility God has given us in 

this life, or the demands the Lord places on us by trying to deceive God, or ourselves.  Too many 

times when the question of what is right comes up we say “well I think …” - I hear this all the 

time.  But we are not the ones in charge, but we act like it.  God has laid out commandments and 

expectations not because God wants to boss us around, but because as we hear in the Gospel: 

your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.  God wants to give us a place in the kingdom of 

heaven, but there are things that we need to do or we create a barrier between us and God and we 

won’t get there - but I’ll come back to that later - for now lets get back to the Brady boys. 

 When the vase is smashed, Bobby says his classic line “Mom always says, don’t play ball 

in the house,” and Peter’s biggest worry is that he will be punished and not get to go on a 

camping trip.   The boys don’t worry about their mother being sad about the vase, they don’t 

worry that their parents will be disappointed in them for being irresponsible, they don’t worry 

that they have betrayed the trust that was given them in leaving them home alone.  God wants us 

to focus on the fact that we are loved and trusted; to be grateful that we have been given the 

freedom of our free will to take care of his house until he comes again; to use the freedoms 

responsibly.  Jesus likens us to a servant put in charge of the home of the master, who is expected 

to act as the master would wish until he returns, Jesus says: Blessed are those servants whom the 

master finds vigilant on his arrival.  God has given us a lot of trust - what do we do with it? 



 So what do the Brady kids do after the vase is smashed?  Do they go and admit it to their 

parents, do they apologize and offer to make up for their carelessness and do better next time?  

NO! they try to glue the vase back together so mom won’t find out.  What God wants from us to 

respect the things He has put in our charge, to sincerely be sorry when we do not do as He has 

directed, to ask forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and just work to change.  Not to 

try to glue our errors back together, or to cover them up, or try to tell ourselves that the rule is 

dumb in the first place or doesn’t matter if I don’t think it does.  The rule to not play with the ball 

in the house had reasons behind it that the kids did not understand - just like many of the 

expectations and commands of God have a purpose we don’t always see.   Behind God’s law is a 

goal of achieving unity with each other and an eternal unity with God in heaven.  The kids trying 

to hide the fault from their mother only put distance between them and her, and trying to deceive 

her only placed a barrier between them.  God wants us to have faith that He is leading us to a 

great promise - Paul talks a lot about this in the second reading - and God wants us to have faith 

in His will, and and to accept it in faith - not to engage in deceptions that are bound to fall apart. 

 The vase the kids glue together springs leaks and they are caught, the servant going wild 

is caught abusing his master’s goods and his fellows when the master returns unexpectedly.   Just 

like us, eventually the deceptions begin to spring leaks.  What a foolish thing to think that we 

could put up a deception and will escape the results.  God allowing us control things comes with 

a responsibility, Jesus says today: Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and 

still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.  We are to act with the things 

which we have been entrusted as God directs us not to hold control of these things ourselves.     

 Instead of being like the kids living in their parents house who are irresponsible and 

wasteful with the things that the parents have provided, instead of being like the servant who 

takes control of what is not really his - see your real power in deciding to follow Jesus.  Detach 

your heart from the things that will pass, detach your heart from the frantic effort of trying to 

glue the vase together instead of falling on the mercy of God when you mess things up.   As  

Jesus says: Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in 

heaven that no thief can reach nor moth destroy.  Bring your heart to Jesus and you will unite the 

deepest part of your being to Him.  This is how we really get to heaven.  Not separated from 

Jesus by a barrier of deception, not so tied to controlling things and people that our heart is taken 

from God, but rather united in love to the heart of the one who wants to fulfill His promise. 


